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we've

you

by Gary Benson

How Churches Can Make
Safer Transportation a Priority

Vehicles owned or operated by your organization
pose one of your greatest liability threats. At the
start of this new year when you're likely already
planning activities for the summer months —a
time when church vehicles increasingly take to
the roads — perhaps it's a good time to consider
what your church may or may not be doing to
reduce its risk of accidents.

Accidents can be devastating and you can be held liable for damages whether you
own, lease, or borrow a vehicle, or have volunteers and staff members use their own
personal vehicles for church or school-sponsored transportation. Too often we hear
of reports that involve serious injury and death. Unfortunately, more often than not,
these accidents involve unsafe vehicles and practices. Vans and cars in disrepair, non-
use of seat belts, driver fatigue, driver distraction, and lack of driver training are often
cited as causes of accidents.

Churches frequently fail to take simple precautions that could significantly reduce the
risk of accidents. Following are some suggestions that will help maximize your group’s
safety while traveling.

Vehicle Guidelines

Develop and enforce a written transportation policy including such issues as driver
eligibility (age, driving record, etc.), vehicle usage guidelines, and vehicle maintenance.
Develop a written maintenance program for each vehicle by documenting the
completion of scheduled maintenance work and assigning responsibility for vehicle
maintenance.



Don't purchase or keep vehicles unless you can afford to
maintain them in top mechanical condition.

Make sure each passenger has a working seat belt and require
its use. Know your vehicle's capacity limit and never exceed it.
Do not use or purchase 15-passenger vans. Instead, replace

them with small school buses or other vehicles. Until that can
be done, comply strictly with all vehicle and driver guidelines.

Driver Guidelines

Require all drivers to be approved pursuant to church policy.
Obtain DPS records on all drivers before permitting them

to operate a vehicle. Your church or school may be judged
negligent for allowing someone with a poor driving record to
operate the vehicle.

Make sure all drivers comply with state laws by obtaining a
commercial driver’s license (CDL) when required. Generally, a
CDL is required for operators of vehicles with a gross weight
over 26,000 pounds or vehicles designed to transport more
than 16 persons (including the driver).

Drivers should typically be at least 25 years of age.
Prohibit the use of cellular phones by the driver, while

operating the vehicle, under any circumstances. However, a cell

phone should be on board for use in emergencies so long as it
is not used by the driver while operating the vehicle.

Be sure that drivers have a list of emergency phone numbers.
Drivers should be prohibited from driving for more than ten
hours in any twenty-four hour period.

Have more than one qualified driver for trips over 6 hours and
rotate every three hours.

Prohibit the use of any church vehicle after 12 o'clock midnight
and before 6 a.m. Overnight trips should be an option only if

a professional transportation company is used that provides
both the vehicle and driver.

The use of any sedating prescription or over-the-counter
antihistamine (or other similar medication) should be strictly
prohibited.

Driving with any amount of alcohol orillegal drug in the
bloodstream of the driver should also be strictly prohibited.
Prohibit the towing of heavy or multi-axle trailers.

The driver should be held personally responsible for any and all
traffic or parking citations, tickets and fines while he or she is
driving.

Know Where You Are Going...
All drivers should have directions to the destination and good
maps. Too many accidents happen in caravans when a driver

panics at the possibility of being separated from the group. They
may tend to make risky or unsafe maneuvers, such as speeding
through a traffic light or changing lanes quickly, in an attempt to
stay together.

Have a Navigator...
Have an adult in each vehicle manage the maps and act as
navigator so that the driver can focus on the road.

Have a Plan“B"...

Before leaving, all drivers should have a plan, not just a cell phone
number, for what to do if they become lost or separated from

the rest of the caravan. Where should they meet? How can they
communicate with the others?

When someone is needed to drive a church vehicle, it's tempting
to hand the keys to an available person, or accept anyone who
volunteers to use their own vehicle and assume that everything
will be okay. Many times it will, but it's often found that the
churches that make a small commitment of time to improve
their driving practices significantly improve their opportunity for
accident-free transportation.
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First Choice Power and our
CO+OP: Growing Together

Your Simply Better choice for
retail electric service

by Gary Patterson

As energy prices rise, everyone is looking for a
stable electricity price for an extended period

of time. That's what First Choice Power offers. ..
price certainty...and that's what makes the
partnership with CO+OP Simply Better. It's a pre-
negotiated deal that provides the right prices and
the right services at the right time. Our personnel,
experience and resources make us a stable
provider of retail electricity to small commercial
and residential customers across Texas.

Why Choose First Choice Power?

- Guaranteed low pricing for the term that protects you from
rising energy Costs.

« No switching fee.

- Continued reliable service.

« Keep your same priority status for restoration of power after an
outage.

- Enjoy the security that comes from the financial stability of one
of the largest retail electric providers in Texas.

- Talk directly to a Texas-friendly customer care professional when
you enroll or have a question.

- Earn points you can redeem for brand-name merchandise with
our free Simply Better Rewards Program.

The CO+OP partnership with First Choice Power benefits its
members and their ministries. This superior arrangement offers
more than electricity. We pride ourselves in offering friendly
service, guaranteed low pricing, convenient payment options,
integrity, eagerness to meet your energy needs and special CO+OP
negotiated terms and conditions in the agreement.

Our partnership includes the CO+OP referral program, which
provides members with guaranteed low pricing, continued reliable
service and a dedicated account manager for your business
referrals. For each referral, we offer a financial incentive to help
support your church congregation and CO+OP. So every time

a CO+OP-referred customer’s lights are powered by First Choice
Power, the customer benefits with Simply Better pricing, programs
and customer care, and your CO+OP is awarded a referral bonus.
Take advantage of it now: The Referral Program is simple, quick and
easy to access.

FORYOUR HOME
Visit www.FirstChoicePower.com/COOP
Call (866) 469-2464 and mention promotional code “COOP”

FOR YOUR BUSINESS

E-mail FCPSales@FirstChoicePower.com

Mention that your CO+OP referred you and receive a customized
energy price for your business.

Ateam of energy traders and forecasters monitor the natural gas
market and the weather every minute of the day to buy power at
the best price. Therefore, all customers are at a financial advantage



because we pass that savings along to our customers. With our
extensive experience in the industry and the latest technology,

we provide a total package for CO+OP members that equal
tremendous savings, price certainty, and a promise to always meet
the energy needs of our customers.

And as an added bonus, for your home, First Choice Power is
Simply Rewarding.

As a residential customer, you can start earning rewards points just
for using electricity. Simply Better Rewards™ allows you to earn and
redeem rewards points for hundreds of name-brand items in the
Simply Better Rewards online catalog at SimplyBetterRewards.com.

Switching to First Choice Power Benefits CO+OP
Enroll your home and business today, and First Choice Power will
support the members and the CO+OP.

First Choice Power is committed to growing with the CO+OP and
providing its members with Simply Better customer care.

Learn more...

Your First Choice Power
Account Manager Will
Speak at the
2008 CO+OP Church Staff
Conference in February

Learn how your home and church can benefit
from Simply Better prices, programs, customer
care and community involvement. Each
enrollment benefits the CO+OP, too.

Also learn some energy-saving tips to help lower
your bill year-round and about our community
programs, such as our Classroom Innovation
Grants for teachers.

HILLYARD
B

THE CLEANING RESOURCE'

Delivering More Than Great
Cleaning Products

Hillyard manufactures and distributes thousands
of cleaning products, plus equipment and
supplies. We are dedicated to developing
products that are environmentally sensitive

and kind to the people that use them. But our

customer dedication goes beyond products.
Hillyard delivers the service and expertise

needed to maximize your cleaning resources.

Hillyard Hillyard  Cleancare, Inc.
(Houston) (San Antonio) (Mesquite)
800/399-8489 800/728-4120 800/688-9425i

d
1.+ eHillyard.com
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ADMINISTRATION
Advertising

Educationalproducts.com
Michelle Jecker 877.928.3771 HC Austin
mjecker@educationalproducts.com
Jeff Oberkrom 800.635.5345 DFW
joberkrom@educationalproducts.com
Marta Sibick 800.635.5345 HOU
msibick@educationalproducts.com

ernestideas.com
Paul Ernest 972.562.5380
paul.ernest@ernestideas.com

bsd.officedepot.com
Pam Mougia 888.438.8998 x3040 DFW
pam.mougia@officedepot.com

Printing

Scott Muckensturm 214.528.9925 x118
scott@varidoc.net

bsd.officedepot.com
Kerri McDonnell 713.996.3263 HOU
kerri.mncdonnell@officedepot.com

School Supplies

educationalproducts.com
Marta Sibick 800.635.5345 Houston
msibick@educationalproducts.com
Michelle Jecker 877.928.3771 HC Austin
mjecker@educationalproducts.com
Jeff Oberkrom 800.635.5345 DFW
joberkrom@educationalproducts.com

FACILITIES _

Air Conditioning/HVAC

Building Automation Controls
Installation, Service & Security

accurateairsystems.com

Kendall Fountain 214.869.2480 DFW
kendall fountain@accurateairsystems.com
James Newsome 832.256.4617 DFW
jamesn@accurateairsystems.com

Shane Hindman 832.309.1025 HOU
shaneh@accurateairsystems.com
James Newsome 832.256.4617 HOU
jamesn@accurateairsystems.com

Icstexas.com
Ron Pogue 972.820.0100
roogue@lcstexas.com

siemens.com
512.339.6991 Austin
972.550.8488 Dallas
281.949.3000 Houston
210.641.2921 San Antonio
956.797.5075 South Texas

Building Maintenance
pjs.com

Jim Shaw 713.850.0287 HOU
jshaw@pjs.com

Building Security

siemens.com
512.339.6991 Austin
972.550.8488 Dallas
281.949.3000 Houston
210.641.2921 San Antonio
956.797.5075 South Texas

Catastrophic Recovery and
Carpet Cleaning

blackmonmooring.com
Matt Wright 281.222.1411
mwright@bmsmanagement.com

Church Design/Build Specialists

sligroup.com
Chris Adams 713.465.4650 x125
cadams@sligroup.com

Construction

arkroofing.com
Monty Banner 972.261.1100 DFW
mbanner@arkroofing.com

Custodial

hillyard.com  800.399.8489

Wanda Gregory 281.704.5720 HOU
wgregory@hillyard.com

Kim Woods 832.646.0383 HOU
kwoods@hillyard.com

John Swart 281.389.3806 HOU
jswart@hillyard.com

Dan Fox 713.299.2382 HOU
dfox@hillyard.com

Mark Curtis 800.728.4120 HC
mcurtis@hillyard.com San Antonio

Gary Fisher 210.275.3474 HC
gfisher@hillyard.com San Antonio

Brian Taylor 210.722.5132 HC
btaylor@hillyard.com

Roland Castillo 210.685.2601 HC
rcastillo@hillyard.com San Antonio

Paul Deutsch 512.529.1583 HC
pdeutsch@hillyard.com

Rosie Reyes 956.206.4355 Laredo
rreyes@hillyard.com

hillyard.com
Gary Piepenburg 800.688.9425 DFW
Tom Woods 972.329.0022 DFW

Electric Energy Savings

churchco-op.org
Chuck Thompson 469-853-4123
chuckthompson@churchco-op.org

Electric - Lighting, Maintenance
& Supplies

fsgconnect.com

Mike Font 713.462.6258 HOU
mikef@fsgconnect.com

David Meeker 214.217.0190 DFW
davidm@fsgconnect.com

Jim Whelan 817.624.2446 DFW
jimw@fsgconnect.com

Randy West 817.624.2446 DFW
randyw@fsgconnect.com

Kevin Bohn 512.835.4971 HC Austin
kevinb@fsgconnect.com

Mike Gilbert 512.8354971 HC Austin
mikeg@fsgconnect.com

Ray Medina 210.657.5025 HC
raym@americanlight.com

Darryl Schauer 210.657.5025 HC San Antonio
darryls@americanlight.com

Floor Covering - Sports/Multi-
Purpose Flooring

vectorconcepts.com
Bill Austin 800.544.8314 cel 214.504.4714
baustin@vectorconcepts.com
Jody Skaggs 800.544.8314
jskaggs@vectorconcepts.com

Furniture

integrityfurniture.com
Drew Coleman 888.600.8639
drew@integrityfurniture.com

bsd.officedepot.com

Jeff Hicks 713.996.3309 HOU
jeff.hicks@officedepot.com

Evelyn Band 210.494.7313 SA
evelyn.band@officedepot.com

Donna March 817.358.3061 DFW
donna.march@officedepot.com

Chelsea Morgan 512.837.8999 Austin
Chelsea.morgan@officedepot.com

Locks & Security Systems

Jeff DeBow 281.398.6703
debowlockandsafe@sbcglobal.net

Maintenance Repair & Operations

Steve Maples 317.516.7409
steve.maples@hdsupply.com

Office Copier/Duplicator
Equipment

RISO Digital Duplicators - Sharp Digital
Copiers - MBM Folders
sbesharp.com
Randy Skelton 281.351.5128
rskelton@sbesharp.com

Office Equipment & Supplies

bsd.officedepot.com
GaylynnRichards 7139963145 Houston, National
gaylynn.richards@officedepot.com
Pam Mougia 8388.438.8998 x3040 DFW
pam.mougia@officedepot.com
Carole Williams 512.8378999x104 Hill Country
carole.williams@officedepot.com

cssi.techdepot.com
D’Anne Wagner 800.625.9866 x7518
dwagner@techdepot.com

Plumbing
comfortsystemsusa‘com

Kendall Fountain 214.869.2480 DFW
kendall fountain@accurateairsystems.com



James Newsome 832.256.4617 DFW
jamesn@accurateairsystems.com
Shane Hindman 832.309.1025 HOU
shaneh@accurateairsystems.com
James Newsome 8322564617 HOU
jamesn@accurateairsystems.com

Blackmon Mooring
blackmonmooring.com
Matt Wright 281.222.1411
mwright@bmsmanagement.com

Roofing
Carlson Roofing Company, Inc.
Mark Carlson 281.374.7657
carlsonroofing@peoplepc.com

Ark Construction
arkroofing.com
Monty Banner 972.261.1100 DFW
mbanner@arkroofing.com

Security / Fire Alarm Installation,
Testing, Monitoring
Siemens
siemens.com
512.339.6991 Austin
972.550.8488 Dallas
281.949.3000 Houston
210.641.2921 San Antonio
956.797.5075 South Texas

Signs
National Signs, Ltd.
nationalsigns.com
Al Ross 713.863.0600 x222
al.ross@nationalsigns.com

Teleconferencing
Civicom
civi.com
Rebecca West 203.618.1811
rwest@civi.com

Telephone Equipment & Services
DataVox
datavox.net
Alan Ferguson 713.881.7104
alan@datavox.net

PhoneTree
phonetree.com
Clif Kelley 800.951.8733
ckelley@phonetree.com

FINANCES
Bank of the West
bankofthewest.com
Glenn Billingsley 877.422.5537 Plano
ghillingsley@bankofthewest.com

Comerica Bank
comerica.com

Dale Rahlfs 2814233161 HOU
derahlfs@comerica.com

New Members

Dayton, TX

Kingsport, TN
Granbury, TX
Fort Worth, TX

Charles Dowden 214.589.4496 DFW
cwdowden@comerica.com

Jim Terrell 214.589.1310 DFW
jcterrell@comerica.com

David Marks 512.427.7116 HC
dhmarks@comerica.com

Church Consulting
Upright Ministries
uprightministries.com
Patti Malott 281.374.9506
patti@uprightministries.com

Credit Card & ACH Processing
MinistryLINQ
Ministryling.com
Krystal Weaver 800.811.7826
kweaver@cashling.com

FOOD SERVICE
SYSCO/PointSOURCE
info@PointSOURCEservices.com
Dieter Kadoke 214.336.0935
dkadoke@PointSOURCEServices.com

Creative Coffee
creativecoffee.com
Terry Lampman 281.579.2224 HOU
creativeci@aol.com

INSURANCE

Insurance One Agency
insuranceco-op.com
Gary Benson 800.896.8218 HOU
garyb@insuranceoneagency.com
Rick McCrary 800.364.1277 DFW
rick@insuranceoneagency.com

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Computer Systems
IT Fidelity
ithdelity.com
Mike Beckham 832.476.3188
mike beckhama@itfidelity.com

Computer Equipment & Software
Tech Depot
cssitechdepot.com
D’Anne Wagner 888.903.2262
dwagner@techdepot.com

Internet Accountability Software
Covenant Eyes, Inc.
covenanteyes.com
Scott McClurg 877479.1119 x8016
smcclurg@covenanteyes.com

Travel
2GETAWAY TRAVEL / FaithJourneys
2getawaytravel.com
Randy Otts 800.672.7101 ext.101
randy@2getawaytravel.com
Frank Duffy 800.672.7101 ext.104
frank@2getawaytravel.com

CO+O0OP Vendors

Alphabetical Listing

2GETAWAY Travel/FaithJourneys
Accurate Air Systems /
Comfort Systems USA
Ark Construction
Bank of the West
Blackmon Mooring
Carlson Roofing Co., Inc.
CleanCare, Inc.
included in Hillyard ad
Comerica Bank
Covenant Eyes, Inc.
Creative Coffee, Inc.
DataVox Business
Communications
DeBow Lock & Safe
Editability Publishing
Educational Products, Inc.
Ernest Ideas Design &
Media Group
Facility Solutions Group
American Light
Design Electric
First Choice Power
Hillyard, Inc.
HD Supply
Insurance One Agency /
Philadelphia Insurance
Integrity Furniture & Equipment
IT Fidelity
LCS, LLP
MinistryLINQ
National Signs

Office Depot Business Solutions Division
Furniture Services Division

PhoneTree

Professional Janitorial Service
of Houston

NEERH

Skelton Business Equipment

SLI Group

SYSCO/PointSource

Tech Depot

Upright Ministries

Vector Concepts

Houston, TX

Spring, TX

Sugar Land, TX

...AND COUNTING

CHURCH SUPPLIES & SERVICES INC.



Your message center
sign is backed with
our 5 year warranty

and your

Your vision,

your passion,
message to ,
the world

In helping people get what they need, listening is the first
step. How you want fo greet parishioners and new guests
is where we start. Your sign is an extension of your overall
message. It symbolizes your church, your philosophy and

your style. National Signs is the indusiry leader in helping

churches communicate their message. We are experts af
sians unique. Call us today and we'll create a sign that will win
I

9 hearts, minds and souls.

what
kind

of

create
for

oo NationalSigns

CCIP

Church Supplies & Services, Inc.

PO. Box 821243

Houston, Texas 77282-1243
281.531.5629 - Main
281.531.4137 - Fax
www.churchco-op.org





